NARBERTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Resident  Population,  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  1949 

....  1 , 000  .... 

England  & Wales. 


Birth  Rate 

19 

per 

1 ,000 

pop. 

1 6 . 

.7 

Death  Rate 

15 

per 

1 ,000 

pop. 

11  . 

.7 

Infantile 

Mortality  Rate 

210.5 

per 

1 ,000 

Births . 

32. 

i 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  appears  alarmingly  high. 

This  is  due  to  the  small  numbers  involved.  There  were  four 
deaths  of  infants  under  1 year.  Two  of  these  were  twins  born 
prematurely  at  the  Maternity  Unit  of  a hospital,  who  had  every 
possible  care.  The  third  death  was  due  to  a congenital 
malformation  of  the  urinary  tract,  and  the  fourth  to  chronic 
kidney  disease. 

40%  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years, 
including  20%  of  persons  over  the  age  of  80  years. 


Causes 


of  Death. 

M. 


All  Causes  7 
Cancer  1 
Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  1 
Bronchitis  0 
Appendicitis  1 
Nephritis  0 
Birth  Injuries,  Infant  Diseases  & premature 

Birth  3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  1 
Other  Violent  Causes  0 
All  other  causes  0 


F. 

8 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 


Still  Births:  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 yr;  4 or  21,1%  of  Total  Births. 
Illegitimate  Births:  1 or  5.3%  of  Total  Births. 
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NQTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

^ 5 cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

3 cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  two  of  which 
were  pulmonary. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT „ 1 946 . 

VACCINATION 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  local  doctors,  and  returns 
should  be  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Two  notifications 
only  of  successful  vaccinations  were  received  for  the  year. 

IMMUNISATION 

This  service  is  also  carried  on  by  the  local  doctors,  who 
are  paid  by  the  County  Council  on  receipt  by  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  record  cards.  In  this  case  again  only  two  record 
cards  we re  received,  although  the  majority  of  babies  have  been 
immunised. 

Sixty-one  children  were  given  reinforcing  injections  at  the 
local  schools. 

Other  arrangements  for  Local  Health  Services  are  carried 
out  by  the  County  Council. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT , 1948. 

REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  & ATTENTION 


No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section  during  the  year. 
WATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  showed  adequate 
chlorination. 

The  supply  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Town. 
Water  had  to  be  obtained  from  the  Narberth  Rural  District  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  very  dry  summer. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Council  should  consider  the 
advisability  of  co-operation  with  neighbouring  authorities  in 
obtaining  an  adequate  supply,  especially  in  view  of  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  houses  in  which  there  are  bathrooms. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  majority  of  houses  are  connected  with  the  sewer,  but 
there  are  some  pail-closets.  This  primitive  method  of  sanitation 
should  not  be  tolerated  in  an  Urban  area. 

The  sewers  are  old,  and  cannot  be  considered  adequate  for 
the  increased  volume  of  sewerage.  The  outfall  is  unsatisfactory. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

House  refuse  is  collected  in  a covered  cart  twice  a week, 
and  disposed  of  by  a system  of  partially  controlled  tipping. 

FOOD. 

94  boxes  of  Normandy  Cheese  and  7^  lbs.  of  Meat  were 
condemned  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

There  has  been  no  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  and  there  is  therefore  no  report  of  work  done. 


Dorothy  M.  Griffiths, 
M.B, ,B.S. , D.P.H. 
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